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LITTLE SWITZERLAND CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
OF MOUNTAIN TRADITION ALONG THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY
Little Switzerland, NC (May 26, 2010) – In 1909 Charlotte Attorney, Herriot Clarkson rode his mule to the top of Grassy Mountain, above Little Switzerland, with its panoramic view of the Blue Ridge, stopped in amazement and simply stated, “This is it.”  Clarkson returned to Charlotte and invited a small group of business associates to join him in creating an exclusive mountain community known today as Little Switzerland. 

Those same stunning vistas of blue mountains and lush green valleys that captivated Clarkson in 1909, greet today’s visitors. The town that began as an exclusive retreat for Charlottetonians, is inviting the public to help celebrate its 100th anniversary with events that honor the unique culture of this quaint village. The Blue Ridge Parkway – gateway to Little Switzerland - is also celebrating a birthday, turning 75 years old this year – www.bluerigeparkway75.com.
Clarkson was escorted by Marion real estate developers Reid Queen and Floyd Gardner.  The town was formally organized in 1910. Reid Queen later built the Little Switzerland General Store and post office in 1927.  Today, the general store is adjacent to the Switzerland Café and is the site for many of the anniversary activities scheduled this summer in “downtown” Little Switzerland.  The celebration begins June 4th with the Little Switzerland centennial photography exhibit and its opening reception.  The exhibit includes images of the first tourists at the Switzerland Inn, also commemorating their 100 years of inn-keeping excellence.  Other events include; historic home tours; storytelling campfires and a new play, “A Story of Place”, to be performed at Wildacres Retreat.  
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Recently, local and summer residents shared their memories of Little Switzerland at the Switzerland Café.  Eavesdrop on their conversation at www.mcdowellhistory.com by clicking on “Little Switzerland, Beauty Spot of the Blue Ridge.” For more information and a complete calendar of events see www.littleswitzerlandcentennial.com, also more info at  www.littleswitzerlandnc.com and www.blueridgedrives.com.      Note: Images available upon request.
The Blue Ridge National Heritage Area – www.blueridgeheritage.com -  was designated by Congress and the President in 2003 in recognition of the unique character, culture, and natural beauty of Western North Carolina and their significance to history of our nation.  National Heritage Areas are locally-governed institutions that encourage residents, non-profit groups, government agencies, and private partners to work together in planning and implementing programs that preserve and celebrate America’s defining landscapes.

A 501(c)3 nonprofit organization – the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area, Inc. – stewards the federal funds that support the designation and works to preserve and promote the heritage of Western North Carolina.  The offices of the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area nonprofit are located in the Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center in Asheville, NC. 

The views and conclusions contained in this news release are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. Government. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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