Celebrating Living Traditions in 2010  

Story Ideas from the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area,  Asheville, NC  www.blueridgeheritage.com  Contact: K.C. Cronin, 828-279-1250, kdcronin@charter.net 
New Story Ideas for 2010

I.  The Untold Story of Nina Simone, Born in Tryon, NC www.ninasimoneproject.org   
The music of Nina Simone is timeless and enduring but the story of the woman behind the music, Eunice Waymon, has yet to be told.  Waymon’s professional career, as Nina Simone, began in 1954 but her life began Tryon, NC in 1933.  Recently her only daughter and singer, Lisa Simone Kelly (known as SIMONE), visited Tryon where she traced her mother’s early journey back to the one room home she grew up in and purchased the property which has become the newly formed non-profit neighborhood group called BNESCO (Bountiful Neighborhood). The home is being restored and will be open to the public.  But that is just one of the many projects underway to celebrate the woman Elton John calls “…the greatest female artist of the 20th century.”  
In 2007 The Eunice Waymon-Nina Simone Memorial Project was created to honor the remarkable life and legacy of Nina Simone and support talented youth to reach their full potential.  The Project has created a Nina Simone Scholarship, plans are underway for the Trans-World Music Festival, and a life-size bronzed sculpture of Nina, by acclaimed sculptor Zenos Frudakis, has recently been completed.  SIMONE, served as the model for Frudakis’s eight-foot figure of Nina. The sculpture will be the focal point of a public art installation in downtown Tryon, named the Nina Simone Plaza, where a dedication will take place February 21, Nina’s birthday.  Nina’s ashes are to be incorporated into the bronze effigy.  In some real sense, Nina will have come home to Tryon.

II. The Blue Ridge Traditional Artist Directory 

400 Artists Preserving Mountain Traditions www.blueridgeheritage.com 

The Blue Ridge National Heritage Area's Traditional Artist Directory is a guide to many of the finest traditional artisans, musicians, dancers, and storytellers in the North Carolina mountains and foothills. It was a daunting task to compile a thorough list of traditional artists tucked away in the hollers and high country of the Blue Ridge mountains.  The directory is organized into the following categories: Cherokee, Music, Foodways, Craft, Dance and Mountain Lore.  The artists and their unique lives are profiled in detail –www.blueridgeheritage.com 

III.  McDowell County – Preserving the Fabric of American History

McDowell County has just completed an oral history project that doesn’t read like a history book but acts like a time machine transporting you back to the empty dinner tables during the depression, hopping on the railroad at Altapass, gold mining at Brackettown and the devastating flood of 1916.  

-more-

The project includes an audio and video montage of the stories told by residents throughout McDowell County in the great tradition of Appalachian storytelling.  It is the story of self-reliance in a strong community that continues to rely on each other to get through the worse of times and celebrate the best of times as often as they can -  www.mcdowellhistory.com   

