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In Review—2011

• Grants that help sustain our heritage and 
cultural treasures.

• New Initiatives
• Outreach & Education
• Research & Visitor Services
• Marketing
• Traditional Artist Directory



Grants in Action 
Examples of New Grants Awarded This Year

• Graham County Cooperative Extension, $3,455 
for marketing of new Graham County Barn Quilt 
Trail.  This will be the 8th Quilt Trail in the 
BRNHA region.



Grants in Action 
Examples of New Grants Awarded This Year

• Mount Airy Museum 
of Regional History, 
$25,000 for 
development of 
exhibit of local 
instrument-making 
traditions.



Grants in Action 
Examples of New Grants Awarded This Year

• Rutherford County, 
$10,000 for 
development of 
documentary film 
on the history of 
the Bechtler gold 
mint and gold 
mining in Western 
NC.



Grants in Action 
Examples of New Grants Awarded This Year

• $8,000 to the Yadkin Valley Heritage 
Corridor Partnership for a brochure 
marketing heritage sites in their four- 
county region.



Grants in Action 
Examples of Projects Completed This Year

• New Environmental Education Center at 
W. Kerr Scott Reservoir, Wilkesboro, NC.



Grants in Action 
Examples of Projects Completed This Year

• Cherokee Homestead Exhibit, Winter 
House.  Hayesville.



Grants in Action 
Examples of Projects Completed This Year

• Exhibits in the New Oconaluftee Visitor 
Center, Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, through Friends of the Smokies.



BRNHA Grants— 
Working for Western North Carolina

• 90 Grants
• $1.5 million investment in Western NC
• Leveraged another $2.7 million in 

matching contributions
• Total $4.2 million impact in our region



New Initiatives on the Horizon
• All-new Blue Ridge Music Trail

• Sustainability & Vitality Index



Outreach & Education

• Field visits
• Connecting partners
• Educational opportunities



Research & Visitor Services

• Regional Information Desk at Blue Ridge 
Parkway Visitor Center, Asheville

• Visitor Surveys at BRP Visitor Center



Marketing
Brand and Co-op Advertising



Marketing

Interpretive Signage



Marketing
• Website

– SEO to strengthen 
site for both visitors 
and partners

– Home page redesign
– Living Traditions 

Moments Audio Files
– Historic Small Towns 

& Cities
– Expanded “Festivals 

& Events” page for 
partners



Marketing

• Proud to be Part of Campaign
• Speakers’ Bureau & DVD



Marketing

Visitor Map Brochure



Marketing

Partner & Visitor Communications
• E-Newsletters
• Social Media



Traditional Artist Directory
• Online Directory of 

Traditional Artists in our 
region on 
www.blueridgeheritage.com
– Over 100 New Artist Pages 

Added This Year
– Juried Selection
– Historic Artists Now on the 

Site
– Used by Event Planners, 

Media, Researchers
– Supports the Sustainability of 

Our Musical Heritage

http://www.blueridgeheritage.com/


NEXT STEPS 2012-13

Grants - Launching a new grant cycle for 2012

Initiatives - Continuing Work on the Blue Ridge 
Music Trail and the WNC Sustainability 
Index/Regional Interpretive Plan for Visitors, 
Communities and Youth

Outreach – partnering with NC Tourism on TRAC 
Programs/Supporting County and Subregional 
Groups/Tool Kits



Next Steps -2012-13

Research - Conversion Studies for Heritage 
Economic Impact

Marketing –
- Finish the Signage Project
- SEO/Social Media
- Speakers Bureau and In-region Customer 
Service Training
- Expand Brand Awareness with Partnership
- Launch a Public Awareness Media Campaign 



We Want to Hear From You
Web:  www.blueridgeheritage.com

Email:  info@blueridgeheritage.com
Phone: 828-298-5330

Address:  195 Hemphill Knob Road
Asheville, NC 28803

Thank you for coming!

http://www.blueridgeheritage.com/
mailto:info@blueridgeheritage.com
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